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A Message from the Superintendent
Fall of 2020-2021
To the Students, Staff, and Families of of Eau Claire Public Schools,
On behalf of the faculty and staff at ECPS I am pleased to welcome our new and returning families to the 2020-2021
academic year. We sincerely hope that everyone had a good summer despite being in the midst of a pandemic. I am a
firm believer in trying to find the good in everything; but I have to admit that it has been difficult to do that over the past
several months. Many of us may know someone who has gotten sick, lost a job, or even someone who has passed away
from this virus. Finding positives in times like this may be challenging, but it is necessary. Being able to reframe
challenges and find ways to grow and become better because of this, is how we will all grow. We are ready and excited to
see you and grow with you.
As we prepare for our return to learning, managing COVID-19 creates a constantly changing environment for our
school district. The administration team and teachers are working diligently to adjust with those changes. But as we open
school for in-person instruction, it is important that everyone recognizes the role they play in protecting themselves and
others. It is absolutely imperative that if anyone experiences flu-like symptoms (e.g., fever, cough, chills, nausea, etc.)
they stay home. Each school will place a heightened emphasis on facility sanitation, including the regular cleaning of
touch points, horizontal surface areas and the use of electrostatic sprayers to maintain a clean and healthy school
environment. Hand hygiene is vital! We will have hand sanitation stations placed throughout our schools and students
will be encouraged to regularly wash their hands as a way to remove germs, avoid getting sick and prevent the spread of
germs to others. The school district will provide disposable face coverings for students and teachers. Simple things like
consistent hand-washing, staying home when sick, facial coverings, standing at a distance and limiting close interactions
will become our best defense against the virus and keep everyone safe. Now that we know much more about how the
virus is spread, we must govern ourselves in ways that will limit the spread.
As you can imagine, this is still a very fluid situation and we will certainly communicate any changes that may come
along due to new circumstances and/or recommendations from the local health department. The overall success of this
school year will require each of us working closely together, listening to one another's concerns and doing our part to
contribute to a positive, healthy and safe school experience. We encourage you to visit our website often and make sure
your contact information is updated in PowerSchool so that you don’t miss out on important updates and information.
In closing, I want to thank you for your patience during these trying times. I have had many sleepless nights over the
past few months as we wrestle with determining the path forward. Please know that we feel the full weight of the
decisions we make regarding this school year and we know that our decisions affect families in countless ways. We ask
that you also be flexible and grant us grace as we work together to provide a plan that will benefit our students and
families. As always, I appreciate your support, enjoy the remaining days of summer. See you all soon!
GO BEAVERS!
Ann Marie Shell

Learn Today. Lead Tomorrow.

Board of Education
Board Members
President – David Krugh
Vice-President – Darrell L. Ferguson
Treasurer – Anita Harner
Secretary – Don Geisler
Trustee – Kelly Blankenship
Trustee – Tom Ferry
Trustee – John Glassman

Fall 2020 Board Meeting Dates & Times
(Please note that at this time all BOE Meetings are virtual).
September 8, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session -TUESDAY
September 21, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting
October 5, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session
October 19, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting
November 2, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session
November 16, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting
December 7, 2020 @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting

The person determined to achieve maximum success learns the principle that progress is made one
step at a time. A house is built one brick at a time. Football games are won a play at a time. A
department store grows bigger one customer at a time. Every big accomplishment is a series of little
accomplishments. ~ David Joseph Schwartz

2020-2021 School Calendar

Daily Schedule
Lybrook Elementary
Regular Day: 7:55 AM – 2:55 PM
Half Day: 7:55 AM – 11:55 AM
*(Lunch will be served)

Middle/High School
Regular Day: 7:45 AM – 2:45 PM
Half Day: 7:45 AM – 11:45 AM
*(Lunch will be served)

Teachers: 7:35 AM – 3:05 PM

Teachers: 7:25 AM – 2:55PM

New Faces of Eau Claire Public Schools
Melissa Church ~ High School Special Education Teacher
Melissa is a graduate of Hope College with a BA Political Science and a
minor in History with CD and CC endorsements (6-12). She is married
to Gandalf who is a social studies teacher at St. Joseph High School
and the defensive coordinator for the Edwardsburg football team. She
and her husband have two boys--Henry who is going into 8th grade at
Upton Middle School and Sam who is going into 6th.
Melissa did her student teaching at Lakeshore High School during the
fall of 1999. After graduation, she was a long term substitute at New
Buffalo High School for the second semester of the 1999-2000 school
year. She then worked at Lakeshore as a social studies teacher from
2000 until 2006. While there, she taught AP Government (US and
Comparative), Civics, US History and World History. She also taught
Yearbook and Weightlifting. In addition to teaching she was the
Freshman and then Varsity Volleyball coach.
After taking time off from teaching to raise two boys, she worked part
time for the Great Start Parent Coalition. That experience led her to a
position as a Parent Educator with Berrien RESA’s Parents As Teachers
program. For (almost) the last 6 years she has been a Parent Educator
with PAT and has also worked with the Early On program. She has
served families whose children are typically developing as well as
families whose children have developmental delays, but do not qualify
for special education.
Emily Krassow ~ Middle School ELA Teacher
Emily Krassow for the position of Middle School English teacher. Emily
lives in the Southwest Michigan area and has been an English teacher in
the area for ten years. She is a graduate of Valparaiso University with a
Bachelor of Arts in English Education 6-12. Emily has extensive teaching
experience in the area as well as a reading apprenticeship trainer.

BE A

WEAR A MASK

Transportation Department
Transportation Supervisor
DIANE BURBACH
P: (269) 593-3834
dburbach@eauclaireps.com

“Be nice to the Bus Driver. It’s a long walk home from school.”
PLEASE Remember: As in all previous years, please have PATIENCE and
UNDERSTANDING for the first few weeks of school as we iron out all the details
of our new bus routes for another school year. It is not atypical to have buses run
20-30 minutes off schedule in the a.m. and p.m. routes as we get things rolling, so
please plan accordingly for the first few weeks of school and as always, if you
are concerned or have questions, please call the transportation office.

If your child rides a bus,
plan for your child to
wear a mask on the bus
and talk to your child
about the importance of
following bus rules and
any spaced seating rules.
Transportation Safety
Front Danger Zone: It is never safe to walk close to the
front of the bus. Children should walk five giant steps
ahead of the bus before crossing in front of it.
Side Danger Zone: Children should always stay three giant
steps away from the side of the bus.
Rear Danger Zone: Never walk behind the school bus.
Rear Danger Zone: Walk (don’t run) three giant steps away
from the bus when exiting the bus.
When the bus approaches, step back from the curb at least
three giant steps.

Be part of the

IT'S LUNCH TIME
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Athletic Department

Fall 2020-2021
Athletic Director: Craig Fisher
Elementary Athletic Director: T.I. Ferry

Athletic Tickets / Passes for the
2020-2021 school year
Tickets at the Gate:
Student Ticket:
Family Pass:
Seniors (65 and over):

$5.00
$1.00
$100
FREE

Athletics & Student Absences - Students must fully complete 50% of the school day in order to
participate in any event, dance, production or game. An Administrator will oversee disciplinary
action for violation of this rule. Emergency situations must have an administrator’s approval.
ATHLETICS & ELIGIBILITY - Our athletic department fields numerous teams in both boys and girls sports.
Eau Claire has a strong tradition of academic excellence coupled with athletic success. Any student
wishing to participate in one of our athletic programs must have a current sports physical on file with the
athletic office. Please refer to the Athletic Code of Conduct for details regarding athletics and eligibility.

Learn Today. Lead Tomorrow.

Fall Volleyball Events

Fall Cross Country Events

Middle School Students Interested in
Cross Country, Contact Coach Carr @
jcarr@eauclaireps.com
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Just turn up and play!
Practice begins August 31st
3:00-5:00 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
For more info: Contact Coach Emily at edowning@eauclaireps.com

Take care of your brain!

Eau Claire Public Schools

Concussion Awareness
A student cannot participate in a school-sponsored or
operated athletic activity until the student and parent have
received concussion fact sheets. Both the parent and the
student must sign and return the form acknowledging
receipt of the fact sheet or other concussion awareness
educational material.

We want you to know!
Welcome to Eau Claire Public Schools! We are excited to welcome you into our Beaver Family! Whether
you are new to the Eau Claire Public school family or returning there are required forms that we are
required to have on file. We ask that you complete the required enrollment forms as soon as possible.
Additionally, the District is required to provide families with annual notifications that impact the
education of their children. In addition to the information provided in this newsletter, please be sure to
check the District Website for more information.
To fill out required forms electronically, you need to create a PowerSchool account (see more
information below). Additionally, other required forms are located on the District Website:
(https://eauclaireps.com/enrollment/student-enrollment-forms/)

PowerSchool
PowerSchoolLogin or make an account to
check your child’s grades and attendance on a
weekly or daily basis. Having this access will
allow you to track your child’s academic
progress and attendance throughout the
entire school year.
Create an Account Here:
https://eauclairepowerschool.berrienresa
.org/public/home.html

Student Directory Information
Notification to Remove Student Data From Student
Directory. The parents must notify the school
administration if they do not want to allow their
student’s name in the “Student Directory” of the Eau
Claire Public Schools. Any parent who wishes to
remove student’s name must notify the school
administration during the first two weeks of the first
and second semester of the school year.

Annual Pesticide Notification

Notification of Asbestos Plan

Parents or guardians are entitled to
receive the notice at least 3 days prior to
application, upon request. In certain
emergencies, pesticides may be applied
without prior notice, but you will be
provided notice following any such
application. Please see attached
notification and information for
requesting pesticide notification.

Schools have completed all asbestos related
inspections as required under the Asbestos Hazard
Emergency Response Act (40 CFR 761) and the
school district’s asbestos plan is in place, working
efficiently. There are no asbestos hazards in the
district. Asbestos records are on file and are open for
public viewing upon request. For more information
please contact the Superintendent’s Office.

See all the District Policies Using this Link:
https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/eauc/Board.nsf/vpublic?open

Reminder of the Cell Phone Policy
Middle School Students
Students in grades 6th-8th may use personal communication devices (PCD) ONLY before and after
school, or during their lunch break.
The use of the cell phone and headphones at any other time is strictly prohibited. Earbuds may be
used during designated times; however, one ear must be exposed at all times in order to
communicate with others and/or hear any important announcements.
Earbuds and PCD are not allowed to be displayed during passing periods or classrooms.

High School Students
High School students may use personal communication devices (PCD) ONLY before and after school,
during their lunch break, or between classes as long as they do not create a distraction, disruption or
otherwise interfere with the educational environment.
Earbuds may also be used during these times; however, one ear must be exposed at all times in order
to communicate with others and/or hear any important announcements.
Earbuds and PCD must be put away BEFORE entering class. Phones are not allowed to be used while
on a pass from a class period. The use of cell phones within the classroom will be governed by a Red,
Yellow, Green Card System.

Red / Yellow / Green Card System
Each classroom will use a “Red / Yellow / Green” Card system to clearly identify whether teacher
approval has been given for PCD (e.g., cell phones).
Red Card = No cell phones visible and must be powered off as to not create any classroom
distractions. Students shall assume that all teachers are in a “Red Zone” upon entering a
classroom. Teachers shall not be spending time reminding students to put their PCDs away
at the beginning of class as this creates a disruption.
Yellow Card = A Yellow Card may be displayed if a teacher would like to allow discretion
in the classroom and the card will be clearly defined. For example, a teacher may allow
certain students use earbuds if a particular learning goal has been achieved.
Green Card = Cell Phones may be visible and one earbud or headphone may be used.

Student Drivers
DRIVING PRIVILEGES (STUDENTS)
Driving to school and parking on school property is a privilege and a responsibility and is to be regarded
as such. Student safety is very important to us. Therefore, the Administration of Eau Claire Public Schools
reserves the right to suspend or revoke the driving privileges of any student choosing not to abide by
these guidelines. Students do not have an inherent right to drive on school property. Any student whose
driving privileges have been revoked may ride the bus to and from school.

Student Driver Expectations
All students who drive to school, must have a completed registration form on file that includes:
1. The license plate number of the vehicle(s) being registered.
2. The make, model and model year of the vehicle(s).
3. The name of the person to whom the vehicle is registered.
4. Student Signature
5. Parent/ Guardian Signature
6. A current driver’s license (will need to provide for a photocopy)
7. No student is permitted in the student parking lot at any time during the regular school day without a
car and/or pass.
8. All motor vehicles are to be driven in a slow, safe, sane and reasonable manner on and around school
premises.

Student Parking Permits
All student vehicles driven/parked on school property during the school day must display an Eau
Claire High School Parking Permit.
Parking Permits can be purchased from the high school office.
The permit must be displayed in the lower right corner of the windshield.
In order to purchase a parking permit each student must have a valid Driver's License in his or her
possession.

School Parking Lots
All parking lots are considered part of the high school building and all building rules apply to parking
lots.
Students may not park in areas designated for school personnel. This includes the driveway and
parking lot on the side of the building, the lot behind the school, the parking in front of the building.

Enroll Today!

A Personalized Learning Experience!

Ways you can help!

Secure Volunteer Form:
https://bib.com/secure-volunteer/eau-claire-public-schools/?lang=en

It Takes a Village!
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What are the steps to follow when you need help?

