
Greetings Friends and Families of Eau Claire Public Schools!

Welcome to the 2020-2021 Fall/Winter issue of our District newsletter!  On behalf of the administration, I want to recognize
the efforts of students, staff, and families who have complied with the mitigation strategies put in place from the onset of the
school year. While it’s been a heck of a year (that’s putting it mildly, I know) I want to thank you for your ongoing support of
Eau Claire Public Schools. As we continue to navigate this journey, our goal remains to keep our schools open for in-person
instruction and student learning for as long as it remains safe to do so. We appreciate your continued support and
understanding during these challenging times. Your resilience and ability to pivot, as well as your willingness to partner with
us, as we’ve made changes to our instructional approaches --in light of the pandemic-- has been inspiring to witness. We
know that it has been a challenge, but with a dedicated staff and the support of our wonderful families, we have been able to
adjust and provide collaborative learning environments that emphasize the value of learning. 

With 2021 just around the corner, we have an opportunity to reflect and celebrate the great work that we all do together! I’ve
said several times since March 2020, this pandemic has essentially forced us to rebuild the airplane while we were flying it.
Well, if you have ever seen the cockpit of an airliner, one would notice a ton of warning lights, sensors and switches.  It would
be difficult to manage the flight of this complex machine if one only focused on all of the controls and the possible situations
that could sound alarms.  Instead, pilots have to be able to see ahead, past the console and all of the negative possibilities, to
focus on the bigger, long-term view. Thanks to a dedicated crew and passengers, Eau Claire Public Schools has navigated
through some of the cloudiest days ever. We have weathered the turbulence with our heads held high, and because of that, we
have kept our plane in the air. Eventually this pandemic will end, and things will get back to normal, but until then we shall
keep our heads up, and keep looking ahead. Additionally, we must prepare ourselves, not for what could go wrong, but how to
keep getting better, no matter what comes our way.  There is a quote taken from a Japanese aviation chart, “Speed is Life and
Altitude is Life Insurance.”  When we return in January, I will be asking our administration and district staff to look to the
future.  As we seek to increase our strategic view, we must widen our field of view. It is time for our school district to gain
speed and altitude. By taking the lessons that we’ve learned during these challenging times, we can advance as a school
district that is on the move. 

We are doing GREAT things here at Eau Claire Public Schools, and it is through these collective efforts that we will continue to
build and sustain academic progress and success. Until then, it is my hope that you will spend quality time with your family,
rest, rejuvenate and take time for yourself during this holiday break. May your holiday season be filled with acts of generosity
and kindness, a loving appreciation of family and friends, and a deep gratitude for all that is good in this world. Thank you for
working together and striving to make the Eau Claire Public Schools a better place, each and every day.Wishing you and yours
a happy holiday season, and a most fortunate New Year!

GO Beavers!

Ann =)
Ann Marie Shell 

Superintendent
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Daily Schedule

2020-2021 School Calendar

Lybrook Elementary
Regular Day: 7:55 AM – 2:55 PM

Half Day: 7:55 AM – 11:55 AM
*(Lunch will be served)

Teachers: 7:35 AM – 3:05 PM

Middle/High School
Regular Day: 7:45 AM – 2:45 PM

Half Day: 7:45 AM – 11:45 AM
*(Lunch will be served)

Teachers: 7:25 AM – 2:55PM



Board of Education

Board Members
President – David Krugh

Vice-President – Darrell L. Ferguson
Treasurer – Anita Harner
Secretary – Don Geisler

Trustee – Kelly Blankenship
Trustee – Tom Ferry

Trustee – John Glassman

The Board of Education meets in the Eau Claire High School Media Center: 
7450 Hochberger Road, Eau Claire, Michigan 49111

Board Meeting Dates & Times 

January 11, 2021 ~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session & Organizational Meeting

January 20, 2021 ~ Regular Board Meeting'

February 8, 2021 ~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session

February 22, 2021 ~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting

March  8, 2021 ~  @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session

March 22, 2021 ~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting 

April 19, 2021~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting

May 3, 2021  ~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Board Work Session

May 17, 2021~ @ 7:00 PM ~ Regular Board Meeting

This issue was made Possible by the following Members of the Parent

& Community Engagement Tail Force Members

Ann Shell, Samantha Clark, Jennifer Zellers, Marc Hartman, May-Schultz Reed



Faces of Eau Claire Public Schools 

“A great employee is like a four leaf clover, hard to find and
lucky to have." ~ Tammy Cohen

Fatima Dorcelan-Jean ~ Middle School Special Education Teacher  

Colin Jensen ~ High School JAG Program   

Victoria Kolenko~ Elementary, MS/HS ELL

I graduated from Western Michigan University in 2014. I just recently
moved to Southwest Michigan after 27 years of growing up in the state's
capital, Lansing. I live in St. Joseph with my girlfriend and our three cats. I
enjoy spending my time on home improvements, building/creating things
and cooking great food. I love to be active and take walks, ride bikes, or
exercise. I am super excited to be a part of the Eau Claire family where I
have an opportunity to help educate and influence as many of your youth
that I am able. Go Beavers!

Pamela Harper~ 
 Special Education
Supervisor

Hello, my name is Victoria Kolenko, I was born and raised in the little town
of Coloma where I graduated from Coloma High School in 2016. I am a
recent graduate of Lake Michigan College with an associates degree in
General Studies, and currently a student at Southwestern Michigan
College, where I plan to obtain a degree in Nursing. I enjoy working out,
spending time outside, cuddling with my cats and spending time with my
friends and family.

Hello, my name is Fatima Dorcelan-Jean. I have worked as a Special
Education teacher for almost five years. I enjoy working with a diverse
community of learners and am excited to learn and be a part of the Eau
Claire Middle School community. 
When I am not in the classroom, I am a mom to my son Providence who is
always on the go, and a wife to Hospital chaplain Woolky Jean.

Pamela Harper came to ECPS in September as our new Special Education
Supervisor.  Pam has over 38 years of experience in education, at all
different levels.  Her expertise is in the area of Special education. She has
many years of experience. in special education with a deep understanding
of the processes necessary to ensure the needs of students with
disabilities are met. She is a well organized team player who relates well
to students and parents. She is calm and patient and always willing to
jump right into a new project.t



Transportation Supervisor
DIANE BURBACH
P: (269) 593-3834

dburbach@eauclaireps.com

Transportation Department

“Be nice to the Bus Driver.  It’s a long walk home from school.”

News/Talk 94.9 WSJM  
WSJM Sports 
98.3 The Coast 
ROCK 107 WIRX 
97.5 Y-Country 
103.7 COSY-FM
Moody on the Market

ABC57 News
ABC57.COM
CW25 and WMYS-T
953mnc.com
MNC radioWSBT-22
WNDU-TV

Listen to the following radio and television stations for cancellations: 

Eau Claire Public Schools
Inclement Weather School Closing Information

Making The Decision to Close School: 
Our district staff understands that our decision to open or close schools in bad weather has a big

effect on families. We also understand that our students are better served - both academically and

socially - by being in school. But as always, our top priority is the safety of our students. When it

becomes necessary to close schools due to poor weather conditions, we will utilize several methods

to notify parents and guardians of school cancellations, delays, and early dismissals.

School Messenger is an automated telephone dialing system that is used by the district to call each

student's home with a pre-recorded school cancellation message.

The telephone number the automated system uses to call parents and guardians comes from the

student's information record that was verified during the registration process. 

Please make sure the District has your up to date contact information. 

School Messenger
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Unfortunately, there is not a simple answer to this question. As noted in the attached chart,
frostbite can occur on exposed skin in about 30 minutes at wind chills of -25F. At wind chills of
-40F, frostbite can affect exposed skin in as little as 10 minutes.

How cold is too cold to have school? 

On days when the temperature and/or wind chill is -19F or below, schools will close. 

On days when the temperature and/or wind chill is  10 degrees, there will be indoor recess.

The National Weather Service issues a Wind Chill Warning when wind chills are -25 or colder.

The National Weather Service issues a Wind Chill Advisory when wind chills are -15 or colder.

Unsafe Weather Guidelines

If the temperature is 0°F and the wind is blowing at 15 mph, the windchill is -19°F. At this
windchill temperature, exposed skin can freeze in 30 minutes.

The windchill temperature is how cold people and animals feel when outside. Windchill is based
on the rate of heat loss from exposed skin caused by wind and cold. As the wind increases, it
draws heat from the body, driving down skin temperature and eventually the internal body
temperature. Therefore, the wind makes it FEEL much colder. 

What is the wind chill temperature?



Due to COVID, snow days can now become Remote learning days for in-person
students. Several indicators will be used to determine if a Remote day will be called
for in-person students or if a traditional snow day will be utilized for all. In the event
of an unexpected school closure, we will make our determination based on the
following indicators. 

These factors are only a guideline; the best decision will be made at the time of the
closure. The Remote option will prevent the extension of the school year in the
event we utilize more than our 6 allocated forgiveness days. 

Snow Day vs. Remote Day Indicators 

*The listed indicators are there as
a reference.  The administration
team will make the final decision.



Peer pressure and 
Big/Small sized problems and
Big/Small Reactions  (they should
match)
Problem-solving, conflict resolution
(showing responsibility)
Who are your 5 trusted adults you can
go to for help?
Thoughts lead to feelings that lead to
behaviors
Growth/Fixed Mindsets (Strengths and
weaknesses)
Short and long-term goals
Expected/Unexpected behaviors and
outcomes
Predicting outcomes
ABC (antecedent, behavior,
consequence)
Triggers

Whole Body listening (Eyes, Ears, Feet,
Mouth, Hands)
Expressing emotions
Refusal skills
What bullying means.  It is intentional,
aggressive, one-sided, repeated (more
than one occurrence), and there must be a
power imbalance
Perspective-Taking 
Personal Space
Tone of voice/body language
Safe, Unsafe, Confusing touches
Using I-messages(I feel ___ when you ___. I
wish you would ___.)
Self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship skills, responsible
decision-making
Modeling appropriate behaviors
Personal Space

If you are in need of any resources or help, please always feel free to contact: Melaina Von Behren -
Lybrook Elementary School Social Worker (269)461-6191 ext. 3917

Jonathan Schultz - Middle/High School Guidance Counselor (269) 461-6997 ext. 3906

Virtual families: please continue to help your kids fill out the daily check-ins so that we know how
they are doing and can follow-up if needed �. We are doing more check-ins with every student

this year to make sure that they feel heard and supported at school. 

 Social -Emotional Learning Updates

 Social-emotional learning helps kids work on things like coping with feelings and setting goals. It also
helps with interpersonal skills like working in teams and resolving conflicts. In schools, an emphasis on
social-emotional learning can help reduce bullying and disciplinary incidents. Common language to use
at home that we are teaching and using at school for consistency across environments:



Learn Today. Lead Tomorrow.

Athletic Department

Athletics & Student Absences - Students must fully complete 50% of the school day in order to
participate in any event, dance, production or game. An Administrator will oversee disciplinary
action for violation of this rule. Emergency situations must have an administrator’s approval.

ATHLETICS & ELIGIBILITY - Our athletic department fields numerous teams in both boys and girls sports.
Eau Claire has a strong tradition of academic excellence coupled with athletic success. Any student
wishing to participate in one of our athletic programs must have a current sports physical on file with the
athletic office. Please refer to the Athletic Code of Conduct for details regarding athletics and eligibility.

Tickets at the Gate:                      $5.00
Student Ticket:                              $5.00
Student Ticket @ HS Office       $1.00
Family Pass:                                   $100
Seniors (65 and over):                FREE

Athletic Tickets / Passes for the 
2020-2021 school year

WINTER 2020-2021 Athletic Schedules 
Please note: Schedules are subject to change due to inclement weather.  Please be sure to follow

ECPS on Facebook for daily updates or on our website at www.eauclaireps.com. 

Athletic Director: Craig Fisher
Elementary Athletic Director: T.I. Ferry

Due to COVID-19 all winter sports schedules have been postponed and will
change.  As we know more, we will share.  Thank you for your understnding. 



Lybrook Elementary
Flag Football



Middle School Fall Athletics 

Middle School 
Volleyball Team

Middle School 
Football Team

Middle School
 Cheer Team



High School Fall Athletics 

Varsity Football Team

Varsity Cheer Team

Middle School & Varsity
Cross Country Teams

Varsity Volleyball Team



Homecoming 2020

Favorite Team Day Crazy Hair Day Beaver Pride DaySuperhero Day

The varsity football team was victorious over Bangor!



OCTOBER & NOVEMBER

High School Middle School 
Alyvia Williams

Braelin Whitehead
Dilan Vargas Tovar

Betshaida Rodriguez
Miracle Williams

Emilee Demski
Kriscia Whitfield
Edward Lopez

Alison Ferry





Sign Up Today! 
We PROMISE that nobody will have S’MORE FUN than us!!!



Eau Claire Public Schools 
Virtual Academy

Our Virtual teachers have been hard at work
providing a learning experience that reflects

ECPS excellence!



LYBROOKLLLLYYYYBBBBRRRROOOOOOOOKKKKLYBROOK
PUMPKIN PATCHPPPPUUUUMMMMPPPPKKKKIIIINNNN PPPPAAAATTTTCCCCHHHHPUMPKIN PATCH

Prillwitz Farms along with P and M Pumpkins contributed hundreds of
pumpkins for the pumpkin patch. The students also received apples

donated by Hazen and Teal Harner, popcorn donated by Brenda Wagner
and candy supplied by the PTO.



blast!

HALLOWEEN AT LYBROOK!

blast!

HALLOWEEN AT LYBROOK!



Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, January 13, 2021
Wednesday, February 3, 2021
Wednesday, March 3, 2021
Wednesday, April 7, 2021

All meetings will take place @ 6:00pm
-4415 Bailey Road Eau Claire, MI 49111-



W-A-Y Eau Claire

Students explore authentic,
engaging, and real-world

problems.

Students progress by mastering
learning standards in their courses.

Students work online, blended,
and in-person courses.

WAY Eau Claire seats are limited for both in-district and schools of choice students.
Admittance is determined through an application and interview process.  

Students seeking to join the WAY Eau Claire program should contact:

WAY Team Leader at 269-461-3121 or email way@eauclaireps.com.

WAY Eau Claire Application: https://forms.gle/najskDfb9Vzbvo6W6



InterCare is pleased to offer behavioral health
services to students enrolled in the Eau Claire

Middle/High Schools.  

WAY Eau Claire could be for you if you are: 

Experiencing scheduling conflicts that make
traditional school hours difficult
In need of credit recovery and would like the
opportunity to progress at your own pace
Looking for a new and exciting way to learn while
incorporating your own interests and creativity

WAY Eau Claire provides:

Researcher Device (Chromebook)
Internet Capabilities if needed
Team Leaders In-person lab times and staff

WAY Program Responsibilities: 
Online content experts (available 24/7)
Curriculum
Assessments
Standard based grading and reporting system
State wide and international online learning
environment a little bit of body text

Welcome to the  E3 Program
 at Eau claire Middle/High School E3

For more information, or to make an
appointment, call or email 
Keesha McKee, LPC, NCC; 

School Based Therapist
kmckee@eauclaireps.com
269-461-6997, ext. 3866



The Berrien County Prosecuters Office

A sincere THANK YOU to all the people, businesses, organizations, and
community members who continue to provide various supports and

resources to Eau Claire Public Schools.  We appreciate you!
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What are the steps to follow when you need help? 




